
MTSU JAZZ ENSEMBLE and COMBO AUDITIONS 

Fall 2026 

Jazz Ensemble audition guidelines for fall are as follows: 

- Please enter your contact information, and your availability for ensembles

in the following online form: https://forms.gle/ecqwZcu1G9LW48wD8

- Download the correct jazz ensemble audition excerpt at

https://music.mtsu.edu/ensembles/auditioninformation/  and perform the bracketed

portions for the faculty on the following dates:

o Rhythm section instruments, vocalists – Tuesday, August 25, 2:45 –

5 p.m., SFA 101

o Horn players – Wednesday, August 26, 3 – 4:30, SFA 101

- Sign up for an audition time slot outside of SFA 101 the week before the

beginning of the semester.

o All auditions for solo chairs should improvise play the melody and

then improvise one chorus of the chord progression to Sonny Rollins’

“Oleo”.  For a concert lead sheet, go to https://www.jwpepper.com/oleo-

90530239e/p Make sure to find the correct key for your instrument.

- A short jazz sightreading excerpt will be included.

- Results will be posted on Thursday/Friday. All ensembles will start

rehearsals on the second week of classes.   Please register for the correct

section as soon as you find out your placement.  If you already have

registered for a section we will move you to the correct section.

MTSU JAZZ COMBO AUDITION guidelines 

FALL 2026 

- Please enter your contact information, and your availability for ensembles

in the following online form: https://forms.gle/ecqwZcu1G9LW48wD8

- Sign up for an audition time slot outside of SFA 101 the week before the

beginning of the semester.  Auditions will happen:

o Rhythm section instruments, vocalists – Tuesday, August 25, 2:45 –

5 p.m., SFA 101

o Horn players – Wednesday, August 26, 3 – 4:30, SFA 101



- Please be prepared to perform the following for the faculty:

o Horn players should play the melody and then improvise one chorus

of the chord progression to Sonny Rollins’ “Oleo”.  For a lead sheet,

go to https://www.jwpepper.com/oleo-90530239e/p Make sure to find the correct

key for your instrument.

o Guitarists, Bassists, and Pianists should play the entire melody, then

improvise one chorus over the chord progression to Sonny Rollins’

“Oleo” and comp/walk the changes for a chorus, keeping the form.

For a lead sheet, go to https://www.jwpepper.com/oleo-90530239e/p

o Drummers should perform short 8-bar samples of the following

styles:  Fast bebop swing, medium swing, ballad with brushes, bossa

nova, samba, 12/8 afro-cuban, funk.  A sight reading excerpt may be

required.

o Vocalists should sing a favorite jazz standard, with your own backing

track or accompanist.

- Results will be posted on Thursday/Friday so ensembles can begin after

Labor Day.  Please register for the correct section as soon as you find out

your placement.  If you already have registered for a section we will move

you to the correct section.
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April in Paris - Basie
Play bracketed portions
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Section Trumpets - 
Play all upper parts,
from beginning - ms. 21, beat 1
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