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Director’s MESSAGE

This weekend begins an important season in the life of the School of Music,
when we welcome hundreds of prospective students and their families to
audition for next year’s entering class of MTSU musicians. This year, we are
expecting several hundred auditionees across our February 7 and 28 audition
days, the new President’s Day Music Monday event on February 16, and our
virtual audition portal. Many current students are here because they were
encouraged to audition by friends, teachers, and other members of the School
of Music family. If you know a high school senior looking to continue their
musical journey in college, it is not too late for them to register and find their
place in the School of Music for the fall.
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Our current students and faculty have jumped back into in-person classes, rehearsals, and
performances after a week of weather-induced remote instruction. Although the week brought
considerable hardships and challenges for many in our area, it also reinforced many of the qualities
that make the MTSU School of Music a terrific community. Teaching practices and modalities were
modified, but learning continued. Faculty and staff worked with kindness and grace to help students
experiencing limited access to power or technology. When we returned to the building on Monday, I
felt a palpable excitement in my classes as the distance of the previous reminded us of how much
we enjoy learning and making music together.
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Six MTSU clarinetists, Yassin Adams, Ethan
Bullock, Kelsa Rice, Lukas Sharp, Eric Sullivan,
and Nate Taylor, have been selected to perform
at the International Clarinet Association’s
ClarinetFest in Incheon, South Korea. After a
highly competitive international review process,
this ensemble was hand-selected as a featured
chamber group and will represent the MTSU
School of Music on a global stage this July.
Congratulations to this outstanding group.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Featured Faculty: Deanna Hahn, flute
Dr. Deanna Hahn is Professor of Flute at Middle Tennessee State
University, where she teaches applied flute, woodwind methods,
literature, and pedagogy, and directs the MTSU Flute Choir. She
holds degrees from University of Northern Iowa and Indiana
University and was named Outstanding Teacher in 2017–18. An
active performer, Dr. Hahn appears regularly with the Nashville
Opera and the Nashville Symphony. She is a two-time winner of the
National Flute Association Young Artist Competition and has
performed internationally as a soloist and clinician. Dr. Hahn has
served on the faculties of Drake University, Sewanee, and the
Tennessee Governor’s School for the Arts. An Altus Artist, she has
released Inspirations From Tennessee/The Dolly Project and
Diamonds Uncovered with pianist Jerome Reed.
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Angela Tipps is teaching a five-week Artist's Seminar in the
Honors College entitled "Sounding Freedom: Music and the
American Experiment at 250." The course explores music that has
shaped and reflected American ideals from the Revolutionary Era
to today. Fifteen students from the Honors College will present a
final project: a protest music playlist, a concert of American
classical music, or an analytical essay of a piece of "American"
music. Angela is also part of the Buchanan Lecture Series on
Monday, April 6th. The theme of the series is Revolutions, and
Angela's topic is "Revolutions: The Music of Liberty." Angela is the
Coordinator of the School of Music's Introduction to Music
course, as well as conductor of the SOAL and TEBA Chorales.

https://honors.mtsu.edu/lecture-series-spring-2026/

FACULTY NEWS

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fhonors.mtsu.edu%2Flecture-series-spring-2026%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExWVBueldZdHg4bFRCR0pkMnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5R74M5Dwn6QZR3FLZ4FWNzNEGF5pnWUserGJfgJ67_YBqPrKSW8XgoH-cLTg_aem_YdnIVgMSPhwSPcWpLb8NvQ&h=AT1t2iEPPobx7LpBp37h8qEGwVf7oOVn5jqx5_8tlnX7J39iUWRRiFCjT4Dy1cTF-A1YZUYwztw3_U6r7m7WG5LBCAJKjW7vzmUod1VUJCV6olDMI_lAZOSebfKjcs4-NSn5lqHJ1l3d&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT0ofLlx-frywyvU4oFSYpNRUJXGQsaCZtBB4-dR3We1pPlwsPrDJrY1Sc-ihs5CQJY30p-e3aoFN1-AKszqkILHQurOTHY2zT2-fsGSZ4__Pxf6iWh5T5Ts60StoxGGdEa9XmbR7l5ODZe6dSOQd9G_Istwnm5CIkX5sC7lz8klkiQL2MDNIsZK4-nNl4UKSGXQ3iK3PE1sg5rthjLaAAOoaw
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Friday, February 6 - Dr. Bryan Hayslett Faculty Cello Recital, 600pm (Hinton Hall)
Saturday, February 7 - Nathanael Taylor Junior Clarinet Recital, 600pm (Hinton Hall)

Monday, February 9 - Ethos Wind and Jazz Band Concert, 630pm (Hinton Hall)
Tuesday, February 10 - Dr. Chris Combest Faculty Tuba Recital, 800pm (Hinton Hall)
Friday, February 13 - Dr. Arunesh Nadgir Keyboard Artist Series, 700pm (Hinton Hall)

UPCOMING EVENTS
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The FRIDAY FANFARE is a weekly newsletter of the MTSU School of Music
edited by Dr. Chris Combest - chris.combest@mtsu.edu

Want to see your event, faculty, student news featured? Submit it to the Director's Advisory Box 
Share your Alumni news at https://forms.office.com/r/8Eu72excj6

To learn more about our programs and events at the School of Music, please visit music.mtsu.edu.
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